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Introduction 

In arrangement with the British Geological Survey (BGS-UKRI) and Dr David Cooke, a 

well-known scientific paper writing training consultant (David Cooke Training Ltd) who 

has a long-standing experience in scientific research and journal editing within academia, 2 

two-day courses for scientific paper writing (Figure 1) were organized at the Croatian 

Geological Survey (HGI-CGS). Courses were held in the period from March 11 to March 14, 

2019 and were attended by altogether 29 HGI-CGS scientists. 

Figure 1. Scientific paper writing training course at HGI-CGS  
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Course programme 

As already mentioned, each course lasted for two days. Each participant received a copy 

of the course manual.  

The first day was dedicated to writing good English. Dr Cooke presented the principles 

of writing and clarified the crucial basics, but also important details of writing in English. The 

training included analysis of different examples and group exercises and discussions. 

The afternoon course was devoted to the development of appropriate writing style 

(Figure 2). Participants were asked to bring along examples of well and poorly written 

scientific papers. Selected articles were used to analyse and discuss their: structure, clarity, 

brevity and consistency. The practical training and games were used to exercise presentation 

of results of scientific research. 

 

Figure 2. Photograph of Dr David Cooke describing various writing styles 

 

The second day of the course was focused on technical instructions on preparation of 

material for the article (drafting, description of the methodology, design for numerical and 

graphic representation of results, etc.). The trainer also shared the experience and initiated 

discussion about writer’s, reader's and editor's roles and requests in process of paper 

production. There were also consultations about manuscript submission, editing and 
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correction/improvement, as well as selection of adequate journal for the paper topic (Figure 

3).  

Figure 3. Dr David Cooke giving technical instruction on writing 

 

 Paper writing training programme is shown in Appendix 1, while scanned lists of 

participants can be found in Appendix 2. 

Conclusion 

Given that the course was conceived through a multitude of interactive exercises, it 

enabled all participants to actively engage. It was detailed, but clear, interesting and useful, 

especially for the youngest scientists who don’t have much experience in writing scientific 

papers yet. 
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Appendix 1: Paper writing training course programme 
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Appendix 2: Paper writing training course participant lists  
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